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PHOTO COURTESY OF NICOLE BLASKOWSKY
Nicole “Kidd” Blaskowsky uses this bridge as motivation every day. The “be someone” slogan, seen on the left side of the bridge, is a landmark for most Houston residents.
Harvey hits home for 
former basketball player
Volunteer mistakes 
cause harm not good
Be someone. These two words represent the culture 
and mindset of Nicole “Kidd” Blaskowsky’s home-
town.
Houston.
The city challenges everyone to be someone and 
make a difference in the surrounding communities. 
That mentality became more of a reality when Hurri-
cane Harvey struck the city on Friday night.
That evening, the Blaskowsky family witnessed a 
power outage, unimaginable winds and a constant 
heavy downpour of rain that led to flooding.
For the former Iowa State guard that played from 
2012 to 2016, it was even harder because she wasn’t at 
home with her family. She moved to Fort Worth, Texas 
on Thursday as she’s preparing for a new job.
“These have been some of the hardest days because 
I’m not able to see the people I love,” Blaskowsky 
said. “Fortunately though, all of my family is safe and 
healthy, which is the most important thing.”
Over the weekend, her family stayed in their home in 
Houston, but Monday, they became an area that were 
mandatory for evacuating. This became mandatory for 
Blaskowsky’s father because he must receive dialysis 
treatment due to kidney failure.
Her father and stepmother left before the flooding 
became serious and went to West Chase, Texas to take 
refuge in a hotel room. Blaskowsky said they are doing 
fine and they’re sharing a room with some friends.
Her stepbrother is staying at the house in Houston 
With an event such as Hurricane Harvey, people 
around the country feel drawn to help out. 
In many cases, though, Johanna Amaya Leal, an 
assistant professor in supply chain management and 
information systems, said these people can end up 
causing problems rather than fixing them.
Houston is the fourth largest city in the country 
with a population over two million. Once the rain 
stops, the affected citizens require supplies and with a 
population this large, the amount of supplies needed 
matches its size.
“It’s gonna cost a lot, so that’s why the relief groups, 
they need supplies, but they don’t need supplies from 
individuals, they need monetary donations, so they can 
buy what is actually needed,” Leal said.
The needs of those affected are constantly changing, 
Leal said. She explained that as people outside of the 
situation hear that those affected need socks, for ex-
ample, and send in the socks, the needs of the affected 
area have already changed.
She said, donation-wise, the best that people can do 
is send in monetary donations.
In many cases people send what they think the af-
fected people need, rather than what is actually needed, 
Leal said. She also said that someone needs to sit and 
organize the donations which requires time and effort 
that can be spent elsewhere.
“Many of those donations what they do is just 
to create more traffic on the roads and they impede 
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The Iowa State Lectures Program will 
celebrate 60 successful years of bring-
ing speakers to campus for students 
and community members to enjoy this 
Wednesday.
The Lectures Program office collabo-
rates with a variety of different student 
organizations and planning committees 
to solidify which speakers Iowa State 
students want to hear from.
For the past 60 years, the Iowa State 
Lectures Program has seen the likes of 
Bill Nye, John Oliver, Juan Enriquez, Sal-
va Kiir Mayardit and Margaret Atwood.
The commitment to enhancing the 
lecture series at Iowa State is what keeps 
speakers coming and students interested 
in showing up.
Pat Miller, director of the Lectures 
Program, spent 29 of those years trying 
to encourage Margaret Atwood, author 
and environmental activist, to come 
speak at Iowa State. She finally came in 
November of 2016.
“There are speakers that we will work 
with for several years or several months 
just trying to find the date that works 
with them,” said Molly Helmers, pro-
gram assistant for the Lectures Program.
Once a guest is on the Lectures Pro-
gram’s radar an invitation is sent out on 
behalf of the students inviting them to 
speak at Iowa State.
“You have the information they need: 
the date, the host, the time. Then you 
have one maybe two lines that has to grab 
their attention. It’s a craft,” Helmers said.
The invitation has to be “brief but 
scintillating,” Miller said.
That craft has brought many notable 
faces to Iowa State over the past 60 years.
In 2010, Salva Kiir Mayardit, the 
President of the Government of South 
Sudan came to discuss independence 
referendum that would determine if the 
country of Sudan would remain united 
or South Sudan would secede.
The Lectures Program only had four 
days’ notice for that lecture and ended up 
with a turnout of around 1200 people.
“The science lectures for me I find 
inspiring, those are the ones where I’m 
just in awe of the research that is being 
done,” Helmers said.
Juan Enriquez, co-founder of Synthet-
ic Genomics, a company developing ge-
nomic-driven solutions to address global 
energy and environmental challenges, 
captivated Helmers with his lecture.
He talked about programming and 
growing cows’ skin cells in the shape of 
a leather jacket, so that you didn’t have 
to raise the cow for leather, according to 
Helmers.
“I didn’t even want to leave because I 
was so fascinated by the way this lecture 
was going,” Helmers said.
John Oliver, now-host of the political 
talk show Last Week Tonight, came 
to Iowa State in 2008 when he was a 
correspondent for the Daily Show with 
Jon Stewart. He entertained the audience 
with his stand-up skills during Veishea.
Bill Nye, “Bill Nye the Science Guy”, 
came to a packed Stephens Auditorium 
in 2012.
Nye spoke about human’s impact on 
the environment, how we use resources 
and changes we can make for the world 
to be a better place.
The lecture, coined “You Can Change 
the World” had audience members lining 
up for seats at least three hours before the 
show began. By the time Nye came on 
stage, Stephens Auditorium had reached 
capacity with around 2,800 people in 
attendance.
“Bill Nye, we estimate we turned away 
2,000 [people],” Miller said, “there were 
2,800 because they put extra chairs up 
in the back.”
Nearly 5,000 people showed up to 
see a familiar face from their childhood 
science classrooms.
Miller plans to continue to bring 
people that change the lives of students.
“The Committee on Lectures is here 
to serve the needs of the students both 
entertaining and knowledge based,” 
Miller said. “You can be entertained and 
actually learn something.”
Lectures Program 
celebrates 60 years
BY KATLYN CAMPBELL
@iowastatedaily.com
CAMPUS
September 21, 2012: 
Bill Nye, American science communicator, 
visits Iowa State to discuss how students can 
change the environment for the better. With 
Stephens Auditorium packed to capacity stu-
dents embrace Nye with a standing ovation 
as he walked on stage.
 February 6, 2014:
Juan Enriquez, co-founder of Synthetic 
Genomics, visits Iowa State to discuss the 
importance of genomics and their impact on 
business, technology and society.
 October 20, 2016:
Madeleine Albright, American politician, 
diplomat and the first woman to serve as 
U.S. secretary of state, visits Iowa State to 
talk about the upcoming election day with 
regards to Donald Trump and Hillary Clinton.
 November 1, 2016:
Margaret Atwood, author and environmen-
tal activist, visits Iowa State after 29 years of 
persistence obtaining her as a speaker for the 
Lectures Program.
 September 19, 2010:
Salva Kiir Mayardit, President of the Govern-
ment of South Sudan, visits Iowa State to 
discuss the independence referendum that 
would determine if the country of Sudan 
would remain united or if South Sudan would 
secede.
PAST LECTURES
MEGAN WOLFF/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Bill Nye gives a speech, titled “You Can Change the World,” at Stephens Auditorium on Sept. 21, 
2012 as a the kickoff event for Engineer’s Week. 
BRYAN LANGFELDT/ IOWA STATE DAILY
President of the Government of Southern Sudan General Salva Kiir Mayardit speaks Sept. 19, 
2010 in the Great Hall of the Memorial Union. 
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10 years later
Anniversary of first same-sex marriage in Iowa
BY MARY PAUTSCH
@iowastatedaily.com
DIVERSITY
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Two men who were students at Iowa State at the 
time applied for marriage in Des Moines two hours 
after Polk County District Court ruled in favor of Var-
num v. Brien.The case of Varnum v. Brien brought suit 
in 2005, fighting for the position that denying mar-
riage licenses to same-sex couples violated liberty and 
equal protection clauses in Iowa’s state constitution.
The ban for openly lesbian and 
gay individuals to serve in the 
military, commonly known as 
“Don’t Ask, Don’t Tell”, is lifted.
 The ruling was appealed, but the 
Iowa State students had already had 
the three-day waiting period for the 
marriage to become official waived. 
They were the only couple to be legally 
married in the 24-hour period before 
the ruling was appealed.
The first LGBT Pride Month recep-
tion was hosted at the White House, 
honoring the 40th anniversary of the 
Stonewall Riots. President Obama kept 
the tradition of June as Pride Month for 
both of his terms. 
 Iowa State hired the 
first full-time professional 
coordinator for the Lesbi-
an, Gay, Bisexual, Trans-
gender Student Services 
(LGBTSS, now named The 
Center), Marissa Klousie.
Iowa Supreme Court 
unanimously ruled that 
gay marriage be legal in 
the state of Iowa. Iowa was 
the fourth state to legalize 
same-sex marriage in the 
U.S.
Aug. 30, 2007
Sept. 20, 2011
Aug. 31, 2007
June 29, 2009
Fall 2008 April 3, 2009 
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President Obama became the 
first sitting president to publicly 
support same-sex marriage.
 The Democratic Party pub-
licly and officially supported 
gay marriage at the Democratic 
National Convention (DNC).
May 9, 2012
Sept. 4, 2012
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1 Took in
4 Cartoon huntsman
8 One of the five 
Olympic rings
14 __ Harbour, Fla.
15 Memo term
16 Jeweled headgear
17 Electrical unit
18 France, in the time 
of the 6-Down
19 Julio’s partner  
in wine
20 Sponge
22 The Beatles’ “__  
Just Seen a Face”
24 ERA and others
25 Enchant
26 Mark
28 Power units
30 Thought before 
taking a risk
34 Excessively affected
36 First name in  
Chicago politics
37 Pathetic
38 Good Friday  
month, often
39 Lullaby setting, and 
a hint to the starts of 
3-, 4-, 9-, and 31-Down
41 Group __
42 4-Across frame
43 Golden __:  
Drake’s ship
44 How aspirin is taken
46 Single sock, e.g. 
48 “We hold __ truths ...”
49 Superfan
51 Art nouveau, say
54 Musical flip
57 Sumac of song
58 Man of letters?
59 Hard to believe
61 __ B’rith
63 Down Under school
64 Mutual respect
65 Second
66 “Football Night 
in America” co-host 
Patrick
67 Envelop
68 List maker
69 More than scratch 
the surface
1 Enola Gay payload
2 Lake bordering the 
Silver and Golden 
states
3 “Sesame Street” 
segment with Dorothy 
the goldfish
4 Combat with  
one survivor
5 Actress Merkel
6 Pre-Christian  
Celtic priests
7 Go deeply  
(into)
8 Citrusy drink
9 Input for a  
personnel interviewer
10 Carried on
11 “The very __!”
12 “__ la vie!”
13 Figs.
21 Oft-checked item
23 Use as a terminus
27 “I know! Pick me!”
29 Città on the Po
31 “Dolphin Tale” 
co-star
32 Castro of Cuba
33 Neither cool nor 
collected
34 Food truck offering
35 Non-news page
36 It may precede 
meat and potatoes
40 Sweepstakes 
mail-in
45 Sleuthing  
films canine
47 Got there
48 Semiconscious 
state
50 Set
52 Island only 2% 
owned by Hawaii
53 Barely acquiring, 
with “out”
54 Tampa NFL team
55 Bamboozle
56 “__ la Douce”
60 Pipe cleaner
62 “Now it’s clear!”
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Ann Campbell Transit Station (reported at 8:20 a.m.). An 
individual reported the theft of a bicycle at Ann Campbell 
Transit Station (reported at 8:20 a.m.).
An officer assisted an individual who was experiencing 
medical difficulties at Veenker Clubhouse (reported at 12:18 
p.m.).
An individual reported the theft of headphones and a 
charging cord at Friley Hall (reported at 3:53 p.m.).
 An officer investigated a property damage collision at Lot 
93 (reported at 5:12 p.m.).
An officer investigated a property damage collision at Lot 3 
(reported at 6:24 p.m.).
Andrew James Jensen, age 18, of 140 Beach Rd Unit 3357 - 
Ames, IA, was cited for possession of a controlled substance 
at Hayward Ave and Mortensen Rd (reported at 8:43 p.m.). 
Noah Alexander Loffredo, age 18, of 140 Beach Rd Unit 
3357 - Ames, IA, was cited for possession of a controlled 
substance at Hayward Ave and Mortensen Rd (reported at 
8:43 p.m.). 
Jackson Clark Cornish, age 18, of 2152 Lincoln Way Unit 
3242 - Ames, IA, was cited for possession of a controlled 
substance and possession of drug paraphernalia at Hayward 
Ave and Mortensen Rd (reported at 8:43 p.m.). 
Jacob Craig Connelly, age 18, of 204 Beach Rd Unit 103 - 
Ames, IA, was cited for possession of a controlled substance 
at Hayward Ave and Mortensen Rd (reported at 8:43 p.m.).
CROSSWORD
DOWN
ACROSS
Complete the 
grid so each row, 
column and 3-by-
3 box (in bold 
borders) contains 
every digit, 1 to 
9. For strategies 
on how to solve 
Sudoku, visit 
www.sudoku.
org.uk
LEVEL:
1 2 3 4
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Jackson Cleaning Service
Call us at 231-3649
•Residential Cleaning
•Getting Your Home
Ready For the Market
•Windows
•Deep Cleaning
• Sorority& Fraternity
References • Insured & Bonded • 27 Years Experience • Gift Cards Available
• RENTALS: 
Guaranteed Your Rental
Deposit Back!
 STUDENT UNION BOARD HOSTS OPEN MIC NIGHT
Nick Yeo, junior in management information systems, performs Aug. 29 at the Student Union Board’s Open Mic Night in 
the Maintenance Shop. “Performing [here] excites me. It’s always an experience to hear the crowd cheer for you or even 
when you get a standing ovation,” Yeo said. 
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College is stressful. The Anxiety and Depres-
sion Association of America found that 30 
percent of college students said their aca-
demic performance was hindered due to 
stress, 41.6 percent believed that anxiety 
was the main issue for college students and 
85 percent reported feeling overwhelmed at 
some point within the last year. 
If you are a college student, these statistics 
probably did not surprise you. Juggling school, 
work, friends, family and everything else going 
on in your life while trying to figure out and 
prepare for your future is a lot to think about 
and can lead to some real health problems.
A survey conducted by the American Psy-
chological Association found that “anxiety 
is the top presenting concern among college 
students (41.6 percent), followed by depression 
(36.4 percent).” 
When you are juggling all of your respon-
sibilities and doing everything you can to stay 
on top of everything, it can be easy to forget 
about yourself. Just as you need to take care of 
yourself physically by eating healthy, exercising 
and keeping up with your hygiene, you also 
need to take care of yourself mentally. 
Although it’s important to get help when-
ever you feel you need it, it’s also important 
to know the differences between experiencing 
stress and having a mental illness. 
If you feel nervous about a test or worried 
about finishing your homework, you may be 
stressed. If you can’t explain why you’re nervous 
or worried, you may have an anxiety disorder.
If you are feeling down after a breakup or 
failing a class, you may feel depressed, but that 
doesn’t mean you have depression. If you are 
experiencing feelings of such low lows that 
you are not able to function, you might have 
depression. 
These are very vague generalizations of just 
a few symptoms of two examples of mental 
illness. If you feel overwhelmed, anxious, 
depressed or feel like you may have a mental 
health issue, there are many resources for you 
on campus including Student Counseling 
Services and Thielen Student Health Center. 
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A diverse 
campus is 
a happy 
campus
BY MEGAN.SALO
@iowastatedaily.com
Categorizing college stress
BROOKE ENGELSTAD/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Columnist Salo writes that its important to make Iowa State’s 
campus welcome to people with diverse backgrounds.
Last week, The New York Times published 
an article that reviews how different races are 
represented at top colleges. They also look at 
how many college-aged people of each race are 
actually going to college. 
They found that although the white and 
Asian college populations are growing, blacks 
and Hispanics are both dropping. 
Over the last two years at Iowa State, enroll-
ment rates of all races have grown at relatively 
the same speed, but non-white students are 
still underrepresented on campus. Data from 
last school year shows that only 12 percent of 
students are not white on Iowa State’s campus. 
The skew in diversity isn’t surprising how-
ever, considering that 91 percent of Iowa 
residents are white. It is still important for our 
state, community and campus to be welcoming 
to people of other races and to strive for a more 
diverse surrounding, but compared to the rest 
of the country, Iowa State is sitting pretty good.
However, it’s important for all college cam-
puses, no matter where they are located geo-
graphically, to be diverse. Just because we are 
comparable with other American universities, 
doesn’t mean we can’t improve. 
“Simply put, diversity makes Iowa State 
better,” said Iowa State’s Senior Vice President 
and Provost Jonathan Wickert. “Our students 
learn best when they have the opportunity to 
study with students, faculty and staff from 
diverse backgrounds and with a wide range 
of life experiences. You can and will learn a 
lot from people who are different from you.”
Although it may not be our responsibility 
as students to bring more diverse students 
to campus, we can work to make our campus 
welcoming for when they do come.
By showing that our campus is welcome to 
diversity, we can not only make Iowa State a 
place that more diverse students want to at-
tend, but also a place where they want to stay.
Wickert provided suggestions to students 
on how to do this:
“Students can make our campus more 
welcoming by learning about and practicing 
our Principles of Community, and by holding 
ourselves accountable,” he said. “Talk with one 
another, get engaged, respect each other, meet 
someone new and different from you, and treat 
others how you would like to be treated.”
These Principles of Community include 
respect, purpose, cooperation, richness of 
diversity, freedom from discrimination, and 
honest and respectful expression of ideas.
One of the easiest and most impactful things 
that students can do to promote diversity is to 
show respect for different races and cultures. 
Recognize that you’re being stereotypical and 
work to change your bias, educate yourself 
by going to a multicultural club meeting and 
asking questions.
Everyone can stand to benefit from a more 
diverse campus - so let’s make it happen. 
COLUMN
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Jack Trice Stadium had its lights on for two hours 
on Friday night. It wasn’t a football game though. 
It was Victory Day with coach Matt Campbell and 
Iowa State football players.
Victory Day is an event Campbell brought from 
Toledo focusing on children with disabilities and 
giving them an opportunity to play football for an 
evening. 
 e Iowa State football players bring the children 
to  ve di erent stations to give them a taste of each 
part of football.
 e most popular station and my favorite station 
was the touchdown run. The child is put into a 
huddle with the Iowa State o ense and runs a ball 
from the 20-yard line to score a touchdown.
Each time, the band plays a song to celebrate the 
touchdown and the child gets to spike the ball and 
perform a fun dance in the end zone with 20 Iowa 
State football players.
For two straight hours, my arms had goosebumps 
and for some of the parents of these children, there 
were tears in their eyes.
Participating in this event was a decision by the 
individual player understanding the opportunity and 
privilege they have as Division I football players, not 
because Campbell forced them.
“ is is a reminder of how lucky we are to play 
football here,” said redshirt senior wide receiver 
Trever Ryen. “It really means a lot to us.”
“Not everyone gets to run on Jack Trice and giving 
our time for these guys, it means the world to me 
and it means the world to them.”
When I was walking around Friday evening, every 
football player I saw had a smile on their face and a 
phone in their hand. 
 e phone wasn’t being used to text or surf the 
Internet. It was being used to document the night 
through video, photo or Snapchat.
 ey wanted to hold onto the memories for future 
years to come.
Unlike last years surprise, this year, the players 
knew about the event and were looking forward to 
the day especially after three straight weeks of fall 
camp. It was time for a change and I don’t blame 
them.
Before he spoke to the media that Friday evening, 
Campbell ran to the dance team and cheerleaders to 
thank them for their help.  en, he climbed up the 
ladder to send his thank you to the band.  en, he 
came to the media to speak about the event.
“This is powerful and it was fun to watch our 
kids tonight as much as the children and seeing 
the smiles on their faces,” Campbell said. “It’s what 
makes a program special and I’m grateful to be a 
part of it and coach such great kids that are willing 
to do it.”
 is just shows how much this event means to 
Campbell even in the second year of it at Iowa State.
I hope this event continues for many years be-
cause there’s a value and meaning behind this event. 
Whether Campbell is here for  ve, 10, 20 or 40 years 
at Iowa State, I hope this will continue through the 
generations of the Iowa State football program.
I’m ready for the third annual Victory Day.
SPORTS06
WE'VE RAISED THE BAR 
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Victory Day 
inspires athletes
BY BRIAN.MOZEY
@iowastatedaily.com
HANNAH OLSON/ IOWA STATE DAILY
Sports editor Brian Mozey says yes to Victory Day.
COLUMN
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Cherry pie
Blueberry pie
Peach pie
Serves: 1
1 1/2  cups frozen peaches
2 teaspoons cornstarch
1 teaspoon granulated white sugar
1/4 teaspoon cinnamon
1 dash of salt
1 low-fat honey graham cracker
2 tablespoons fat-free Reddi-Whip
Place thawed peaches in a large microwave-safe mug. Add 
cornstarch, sugar, cinnamon and salt. Stir.
Microwave for four minutes, or until thickened.
Let cool, about 10 minutes.
Sprinkle with graham cracker and top with Reddi-Whip.
(Recipe from hungry-girl.com).
Serves: 1
1 1/2  cups frozen blueberries
2 teaspoons cornstarch
1 teaspoon granulated white sugar
1/4 teaspoon cinnamon
1 dash of salt
1 low-fat honey graham cracker
2 tablespoons fat-free Reddi-Whip
Place thawed blueberries in a large microwave-safe mug. 
Add cornstarch, sugar, cinnamon and salt. Stir.
Microwave for four minutes, or until thickened.
Let cool, about 10 minutes.
Sprinkle with graham cracker and top with Reddi-Whip.
(Recipe from hungry-girl.com).
HANNAH OLSON/ IOWA STATE DAILY
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Pie in a mug
BY JILL.OBRIEN
@iowastatedaily.com
Serves: 1
1 1/2  cups frozen, unsweetened, pitted, dark sweet cherries, 
thawed (not drained)
2 teaspoons cornstarch
1 teaspoon granulated white sugar
1/4 teaspoon cinnamon
1 dash of salt 
1 low-fat honey graham cracker
2 tablespoons fat-free Reddi-Whip 
Place thawed cherries in a large microwave-safe mug. Add 
cornstarch, sugar, cinnamon and salt. Stir.
Microwave for four minutes, or until thickened. 
Let cool, about 10 minutes. 
Sprinkle with graham cracker and top with Reddi-Whip. 
(Recipe from hungry-girl.com). 
An Iowa State tradition whipped 
up in a favorite mug. Not a fan 
of cherry? Swap them out with 
blueberries or peaches.
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the flow of the critical goods 
getting to the area,” Leal said. 
“So instead of doing any good, 
basically they are harming 
the flow of what is actually 
needed.”
Leal also cautioned, for 
those heading down to Hous-
ton to help out to volunteer 
with a volunteer organization. 
Those who self-deploy tend to 
not cover areas that need aid 
and put themselves in danger.
In a press release sent out 
by the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency, or 
FEMA, people are warned 
not to enter affected areas 
without a specific assignment, 
proper gear and valid identi-
fication.
FEMA recommends those 
looking to volunteer or donate 
go to the National Volun-
tary Organizations Active 
in Disaster website or the 
The Texas Voluntary Orga-
nizations Active in Disaster 
(Texas VOAD) website for 
verified organizations.
“Volunteer generosity helps 
impacted communities heal 
from the tragic consequences 
of disasters, but recovery lasts 
much longer than today,” the 
press release said. “There will 
be volunteer needs for many 
months, and years, after the 
disaster, so sign up now.”
Leal included disaster situ-
ations while doing her disser-
tation as a doctoral candidate. 
“I worked on basically how to 
improve the situation of lost 
supplies after disasters, mainly 
the logistics part,” Leal said. 
“And it goes from collecting 
information...all the way to 
visiting the disaster area.”
Martino Harmon, the se-
nior vice president of Student 
Affairs, sent an email out to 
students who may be affected 
by Hurricane Harvey.
“Please do not hesitate to 
contact us and request assis-
tance. There are a number of 
ways to reach our services,” 
the email stated.
Those affected can contact 
the Dean of Students Office 
and Student Counseling Ser-
vices for resources. 
with his dog and is doing fine as of 
Tuesday afternoon. Their house is 
two stories, so if flooding continues, 
her stepbrother has the option to go 
to the second floor and roof.
Their house is one of a few houses 
on the block with a second floor, so 
they want to open the door for peo-
ple to come over if they’re on their 
roofs and in need of shelter.
Blaskowsky is utilizing that slo-
gan, “be someone,” more during this 
time because she can see her home-
town community becoming one and 
supporting one another.
“If there’s anything I could chal-
lenge someone to do whether they’re 
in Houston or not is to be someone,” 
Blaskowsky said. “Be the best person 
you can be and that ’ll take you a 
long way.”
As of now, the water is about five 
feet away from the house. There’s 
a prediction of rain coming over 
the next couple of days, so there’s a 
possibility that the house could be 
flooded on the first floor.
“Honestly, everything material 
-wise is replaceable,” Blaskowsky 
said. “You realize when this type of 
event happens that the only thing 
you care about is your family and 
friends because they aren’t replace-
able.”
Blaskowsky has been in touch 
with friends and family almost every 
minute of the day. It’s simple texts 
between each other making sure 
everyone is safe.
Now, it ’s a waiting process for 
Blaskowsky.
She needs to wait until the storms 
have passed and there’s an opportu-
nity for her to come back to Hous-
ton. Once the chance comes, she’s 
taking it.
Blaskowsky doesn’t start her new 
job until Sept. 11, so she hopes to 
come back for a few days and help 
to the best of her abilities. Whether 
that ’s moving furniture, tossing 
items away or putting sand bags 
in different locations. She wants to 
rebuild Houston again.
“I’m only one person, I know that,” 
Blaskowsky said. “But, I hope that 
I can help just a little bit to get my 
home back to normal.”
Unfortunately, Blaskowsky knows 
Houston will never be the same as 
before, but she’s hoping that the slo-
gan, “be someone,” can have mean-
ing for Houston natives and people 
all around the world.
The only thing Blaskowsky is 
asking people to do is pray. If people 
can’t make a trip to Houston to help, 
she just asks for prayers because 
those go a long way for her.
“It doesn’t have to be money, it 
doesn’t have to be clothes, it doesn’t 
have to be any of that,” Blaskowsky 
said. “If there’s one thing you can 
learn from the situation is be the best 
version of you because it’ll make the 
world a better place.”
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The bridge above the water is the main highway in Houston and reports say it has the possibility to flood in the next couple of days.
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The United States Supreme Court ruled 
that states cannot ban same-sex marriage, 
making it legal across the country.
Caitlyn Jenner received the Ar-
thur Ashe Courage Award at the 
ESPYs. Jenner publicly came out 
as a transgender woman earlier 
in the year.
It is ruled that the Civil Rights 
Act prohibits discrimination 
against LGBT employees by the 
7th Circuit Court.
Laverne Cox, a transgender actress and activ-
ist known for her role as Sophia on Orange is 
the New Black, won Glamour’s Woman of the 
Year award. Cox also has won Screen Actors 
Guild (SAG) Awards in 2015 and 2016 for 
outstanding performance in an ensemble.
Military service members can no longer 
be discharged, denied reenlistment or denied 
continuation of service due to identifying as 
transgender.
The American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU) filed a lawsuit to sue President 
Donald Trump over the reinstated military 
ban on transgender people.
Residents of the District of Columbia 
are able to choose a gender-neutral option 
for driver’s licenses and identification cards. 
Instead of selecting male or female, an X can 
now be in place of gender.
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